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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A valve disposed between a fluid supply and a socket of a chuck, 
the valve being configured to regulate the flow of [[the]] fluid from the fluid supply to the socket, 
the valve comprising: 

a shank; 

a seal screw that threadablv engages the shank for modulating a preload tension, the seal 
screw having a first sealing surface; 

a spindle configured for attachment to the tool; 

a second sealing surface disposed on the shank in opposing relation to the first sealing 
surface; [[and]] 

a spring disposed between the spindle and the shank and configured to generate the 
preload tension; and 

an elastomer seal ring disposed between the first sealing surface and the second sealing 
surface, wherein the valve is configured to form a seal between the first sealing surface, the 
second sealing surface, and the elastomer seal in response to a force less than or equal to the 
preload tension being exerted in line with the seal screw, the valve being further configured to 
allow the flow of the fluid between the first sealing surface and the second sealing surface in 
response to a force exceeding the preload tension being exerted in line with the seal screw; 
wherein tightening of the seal screw compresses the spring to increase the preload tension . 

2. (Original) The valve according to claim 1, wherein the seal screw is further configured 
to modulate a travel distance between the first sealing surface and the second sealing surface. 
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3. (Original) The valve according to claim 1, further comprising a set screw configured 
to substantially prevent adjustment of the seal screw when tightened and allow adjustment of the 
seal screw when loose. 

4. (Original) The valve according to claim 3, wherein the set screw is further configured 
to substantially prevent disassembly of the chuck when tightened and allow disassembly of the 
chuck when loose. 

5. (Original) The valve according to claim 1, further comprising a spring configured to 
generate the preload tension. 

6. (Original) The valve according to claim 5, further comprising a spring guide 
configured to control non-axial movement of the spring. 

7. (Original) The valve according to claim 6, wherein the spring includes a plurality of 
Belleville washers. 

8. (Original) The valve according to claim 7, wherein an inside diameter of the spring 
guide is substantially equal to the outside diameter of the spring. 

9. (Original) The valve according to claim 8, wherein the spring guide is configured to 
accommodate a variable number of Belleville washers. 

10. (Original) The valve according to claim 9, wherein the spring guide is configured to 
accommodate a plurality of Belleville washer configurations. 
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11. (Currently amended) An apparatus for automatically regulating flow of a coolant to a 
socket of a chuck, the apparatus comprising: 

first means for attachment to a drive; 
second means for attachment to a tool; 

means for adjusting a preload tension of a valve within the chuck by adjusting 
compression of a spring disposed between the first and second attachment means ; 

means for forming a seal in response to the preload tension, wherein the seal is formed by 
an elastomer seal disposed between a first sealing surface and a second sealing surface; and 

means for opening the seal in response to a force greater than the preload tension being 
applied to the chuck, wherein the force is applied in a direction in line with an axis of the chuck. 

12. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 11, further comprising a means for 
locking the adjusted preload tension. 

13. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 11, further comprising a means for 
connecting a supply of the coolant to the chuck. 

14. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 11, further comprising a means for 
adjusting a travel distance between the first sealing surface and the second sealing surface. 

15. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 14, further comprising a means for 
locking the adjusted travel distance. 

16. (Currently amended) A method of automatically regulating flow of a coolant to a 
socket of a chuck, the method comprising: 
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adjusting a preload tension of a valve within the chuc k bv compressing a spring disposed 
between a shank and spindle of the chuck ; 

forming a seal in response to the preload tension, wherein the seal is formed by an 
elastomer seal disposed between first sealing surface and a second sealing surface; and 

opening the seal in response to a force greater than the preload tension being applied to 
the chuck, wherein the force is applied in a direction in line with an axis of the chuck. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising locking the 
adjusted preload tension. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising connecting a supply 
of the coolant to the chuck. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 16, further comprising adjusting a travel 
distance between the first sealing surface and the second sealing surface. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 19, further comprising locking the 
adjusted travel distance. 

21. (New) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the spindle has an open end and 
the seal screw has a head accessible through the open end. 

22. (New) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the spindle has a first fluid 
conduit and the shank has a second fluid conduit and the seal is disposed downstream from the 
first and second conduits. 
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